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they ultimately realized that the day was lost to them,
they began to evacuate the northern quarters of the city in
a desperate attempt to reach the land gates and save their
lives.1
Machaut provides us with some interesting details of
the fighting on the Christian side prior to their triumphant
entry into the town. A Scottish knight who appears to
have made the assault on the wall lost his life in the attempt.2
After the first retreat, the King was the first to mount his
horse, and, with his barons and the Knights Hospitallers,
proceeded to reinforce the defeated lines and to conduct
the siege operations himself.3 One sailor discovered that
a mouth of the Khalij (canal), which conveyed the necessary
fresh water from the Nile into the city and flowed into the
Eastern Harbour underneath the wall near the Porte de La
Douane, was undefended, and so he made his way through
this opening and went up to the ramparts by the staircase
from within.4 Meanwhile, an agile squire managed with
difficulty to climb the wall from the outside.5 It may be
assumed that these two assisted in the installing of the
ladders for others to join them. 'Avant! signeurs, montez,
montez!' cried the two pioneers to their companions below;
and it was on hearing their voices, according to Machaut,
that confusion began in the Saracen ranks on the other
side of the wall.6
The havoc that followed on the flight of the inhabitants
is vividly described by al-Nuwairi who accompanied them.
Some, he says, descended from the walls by means of ropes,
and, in their desperate hurry, a few fell to the ground and
were either disabled or killed. Others crowded to the
land gates and hastened to take refuge in the neighbouring
towns and villages such as al-Baslaqon and al-Karyun and
in the fields on the way to Damanhur. One merchant,
who put all his savings amounting to six thousand dinars
1 Al-Nuwairi (Wetz. 359), ff. 105 vo-io6 ro.
2 Machaut, 11. 2828-33.
3 ib., 11. 2862 et seq.
*Li rois estoit sus son cheval,
Et les freres de 1'Ospital
Environ lui, trestous ensamble.*
4 ib., 11. 2910-19.        5 ib., 11. 2920-2.            6 ib., 11. 2923 et seq.